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evolving a new order. Whatever the order, it will be in res-
ponse to a conscious or unconscious effort from now. Indeed
the effort began before my appeal. I hope that it has stimu-
lated it, perhaps given it a definite direction. I suggest to the
non-official leaders and moulders of British opinion, if they
are convinced of the truth of my position, to work for its
adoption. Compared to the big issue raised in my appeal,
the question of Indian independence pales into insigni-
ficance. But I hold with the two Englishmen that the British
Government's attitude is deplorable. The two friends are
wholly wrong in the deduction they have drawn from the
assumed recognition of India's independence. They forget
that I am out of the picture. Those who are responsible for
the Working Committee's last resolution have meant free
India's co-operation with Britain. With them, there is no-
question of surrender to Germany or non-violent opposi-
tion.
But I must not here tarry on Indian independence
and its implications, tempting though the subject is.
The cuttings and correspondence before me say that
the Congress rejection of my advice to abstain from prepa-
ration for military defence of India precludes me from
making the appeal to Britain or from expecting a favourable
response. The argument is plausible, but only plausible.
The critics say that, if I have failed with my people, I have
no right to expect Britain whilst she is in the midst of a life
and death struggle to listen to me. I am a man with a mis-
sion. India's millions have never tasted the bitters of war
as the British have, Britain, if she is to fulfil her declared*
purpose, needs a radical change in her policy. I feel that I
know the change that is needed. My inability to persuade
the Working Committee is irrelevant to the theme under
discussion. There is no analogy between India's case and
Britain's. I am, therefore, wholly unrepentant. I maintain
that in issuing my appeal I have acted wholly as a lifelong
friend of Britain*
A writer, however, retorts: "Address your appeal to
Hitler." In the first place, I did \yrite to Herr Hitler, My
letter was published in the Press some time after I addressed
it, la the second place, there can be no meaning in my

